
SURGE MASTERCLASSES: 19th – 24th JULY 2010 
 
As part of its festival, SURGE, CONFLUX will be providing free one-day masterclasses for emergent 
and fully professional artists across a variety of physical disciplines. We are particularly pleased to be 
hosting classes from Scottish practitioners such as Ewan Downie and Lucy McGreal, who have 
performed with internationally renowned companies Song of the Goat Theatre and Stella Polaris, 
and who now return to share their skills with other Scottish performers. 
 
We would also like to draw ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ нпth July ς a unique opportunity for 
musicians, sound designers and performers to gain an insight into the use of sound, music and new 
technologies in live physical performance.  
 
Finally ς do you fancy performing as part of SURGE yourself? If so, take a look at Mischief la BasΩ 
project, Conflux MaximusΧ 
 
To apply for masterclass places, ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǎǘŜǊŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΩ 
section of www.conflux.co.uk . If you are applying for multiple classes, please clearly state your 
order of preference ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨbŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŎƭŀǎǎΦΦΦΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ you will get 
a place on every masterclass you apply for as spaces are limited, but we will do our best. 
 
The deadline for applications is Monday 21st June, and we will respond to your application by 
Monday 28th June at the latest. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
 
Al Seed. 

Characters in Transition: RAMESH MEYYAPPAN (SINGAPORE)                                                           
Monday 19th July, 10am ς 4pm, The Arches.                                                                                                                                               

 

This class will focus on the visual aspects of characterization. 

Participants will make use of sign mime* and explore the use 

of characters with mimed props, playing multiple characters 

and character transitions. While the attributes of stock, 

stereotypical characters will be explored, participants will also 

look at some of the subtle nuances of characterization in 

performance. 

 

* Sign Mime is a technique whereby the performer remains 

stationery whilst using their bodies and hands to visually 

represent objects, events or actions.  

 

Ramesh Meyyappan is a multi-skilled deaf practitioner. In the 

past 10 years he has developed both solo and collaborative 

performances using a range of visual and physical theatre 

styles, ensuring accessibility for both deaf and hearing 

audiences. His work has earned him The Best Actor award at 

the Life! Theatre Awards (Singapore).  
 

http://www.conflux.co.uk/


Myths and Jeters: LUCY McGREAL (STELLA POLARIS - NORWAY) 

Tuesday 20th July, 10am ς 5pm, The Arches. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Towards Ensemble: EWAN DOWNIE (SONG OF THE GOAT THEATRE - POLAND) 
Wednesday 21st July, 10am ς 5pm, venue TBC. 
 

 
 
 
 

This class will explore the vibrant energy of Nordic street and circus ς 
theatre, through the use of partner acrobatics, ethnic dance, and 
circus skills including stick work, flag and poi. The work will also 
involve an examination of Nordic troll characters and participants 
ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨƛƴƴŜǊ 
ǘǊƻƭƭΩΦΦΦ 
 
As well as working with Stella Polaris, Lucy is a graduate of the Adam 
{ƳƛǘƘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƛƴ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ Theatre practice and 
collaborator with Polish group, Gardzienice. She makes both solo and 
collaborative works using clown, mask work and storytelling.  
 
 

 

A pack of wolves, a shoal of fish, a flock of birds... This 
workshop will explore how a group of actors can 
develop a deep, visceral partnership in the space. 
Through physical, rhythmic, spatial, musical and 
imaginative exercises we will investigate how we can 
give ourselves to our partners, making our bodies one 
body, our voices one voice, responding as one. 
 
Born in Glasgow, Ewan initially trained as an actor at 
Dublin's Gaiety School of Acting and in improvisation 
with world-renowned teacher Keith Johnstone. Ewan 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǘǊ tƛŜǏƵ YƻȊƱŀ (Song of the 
Goat Theatre) since 2006. The work of the company is 
inspired and informed by the work of Grotowski, 
Gardzienice, Brook and Kantor.  

 
 

 



Tmesis: ELINOR RANDLE  (TMESIS THEATRE ς LIVERPOOL) 
Thursday 22nd July, 10am ς 5pm, The Arches. 
 

 
 
¢ƳŜǎƛǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ŝxperimental movement training -
exercises for body awareness, movement techniques, and physical methods for devising theatre. 
There is also a focus on how improvisation can be used to create material and stage characters. 
Tmesis' strong physical style of theatre has been enriched by their challenging collaborations with 
Derevo and Pina Bausch Tanztheater. Their workshops are renowned for teaching participants how 
to push through their personal boundaries.   
 
¢ƳŜǎƛǎΩ  ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ϥ¢ƘŜ 5ǊŜŀŘŦǳƭ IƻǳǊǎϥ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀny's first collaboration with writer, 
Chris Fittock and Javier Marzan (Peepolykus) and is touring throughout 2010. The company also run 
an annual physical theatre workshop and performance festival in Liverpool - Physical Fest, which 
attracts participants and practitioners from around the world. 
 

 
The World of Bouffon: ERIC DAVIS (RED BASTARD - USA) 
Friday 23rd July, 10am ς 4pm, The Arches. 
 

 This workshop has been designed to give participants their 

first dip into the world of Bouffon. The great joy of 
Bouffons is to parody the audience, its values and its flaws. 
This pack of grotesque outsiders engage 
the audience with great joy, intelligence and charm. To play 
as Bouffon is to celebrate contrast and paradox - they are 
disgusting, yet beautiful. They hate you, yet they flatter 

you. A joke told by a nightmare - are you ready? Be 
prepared to connect directly with the audience, 
parody societal maladies, play upon contrast of theme 
and rhythm, and be 100 % present and captivating! 

In 2007 Eric Davis was nominated for a Golden Nose for 
Clown of the Year in New York. In addition, he was a Finalist 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ b¸ /ƻƳŜŘȅ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ !ƴŘȅ YŀǳŦƳŀƴ Award. 
Performance cǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭƻǿƴ ƛƴ /ƛǊǉǳŜ Řǳ {ƻƭŜƛƭΩǎ 
highly celebrated production Quidam. He has trained in 
Pochinko clown technique and Bouffon with masters Sue 
Morrison and Phillipe Gaulier. 9ǊƛŎ 5ŀǾƛǎΩ ǎƻƭƻ ǎƘƻǿ Red 
Bastard will be shown as part of SURGE on 24th & 25th July.  

 

 



Conflux Maximus: MISCHIEF LA BAS (SCOTLAND) 
Friday 23rd July, 10am ς 6pm, venue TBC 
 
EMPEROR CONFLUX MAXIMUS requires enthusiastic gladiatorial combat fans to create a frenzy at 
his latest games. Personal hygiene and grooming skills not required, in fact the more toothless 
rabid and socially inept the better. 

  
 
Mischief La-Bas invite you to join them for a day to contribute a major element of their one-off 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ Ψ/ƻƴŦƭǳȄ aŀȄƛƳǳǎΩΦ 
 
The event has been organised by Emperor Conflux Maximus ς who apparently knows exactly what 
the public wants and is happy to give it to them. Stewarded by the Imperial Guard the heroic 
Gladiatorial representatives of concepts TRUTH, BEAUTY, INNOCENCE, DECEIT, BRAIN and BRAWN 
will be caged and paraded by their handlers through the streets of Glasgow to display their 
attributes and garner public support . 
 
Once they arrive at the Arches Arena, the official bouts of combat will commence.The Emperor 
(sometimes swayed by the fans) will ultimately judge the overall champion, and the Conflux 
Celebrations can commence. 
 
In practical terms, participants will be offered a relaxed slideshow introduction to the world of 
Mischief La-Bas presented by Artistic Director Ian Smith, then be briefed as to how to transform 
themselves into howling shuffling drooling gladiator fans and toothless groupies.E.g. put that 
costume on and adopt a new personality. Once that is done its time to hit the streets and do the gig ς 
no rehearsal ς just slam yourself into the public arena! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sound and performance: DANIEL WILLIAMS (DEREVO ς GERMANY/RUSSIA) 
Saturday 24th July, 12pm ς 5pm, venue TBC. 
 

 
 
In this unique ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜǊŜǾƻΩǎ composer and sound designer we will 
look at why the theatre is a great place ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΧ ¢opics for the day will include: 
what is form in music when it interacts with movement on stage?, and - are computers the perfect 
tools when making music for the theatre? This class is open to anyone interested in the use of 
sound, music and new technologies in the creation of live physical performance.  
 
Daniel is a celebrated composer, musician, DJ and sound designer. Best known for his work with 
Russian dance-ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 5ŜǊŜǾƻΣ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǊŜǎŘŜƴΩǎ Dramaten, whose 
production Freakshow can be seen at SURGE Cabaret Club Nights on 23rd, 24th & 25th July. 
 
 

 


